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Why Brethren Distinctives?
Dr. Johnson C. Philip
The Brethren, often called the Plymouth Brethren or Open Brethren, are one of the
smaller churches worldwide. yet their impact on the Christian community worldwide
is far out of proportion to their numbers. This is because of their “distinctive”
character.
Having read many of our works on Brethren Distinctives, many of our readers have
been asking us to explain the subject in greater detail, taking them into areas of
distinctives that are essential but which are not often understood. We have decided to
release a series of papers titled Brethren Distinctives to address this felt need.
Each of these papers will be only a single page, in keeping with our practice of
releasing short documents that can be read even by the most busy student and professional in a
mere five minutes. We are confident that this will be a blessing to all our readers.
Do You Have Questions: We will be happy to address your questions related to the Bible and the
Brethren movement. Just send the question to the email address given at the bottom. Do you
wish us to address a given subject? Just send a note and we will try to address the issue as fast as
possible.
Why Brethren Distinctives: The Brethren Assembly movement has been a puzzle for everyone. It
is a very small Christian group, yet it is highly visible and influential worldwide. Thus everyone
– those outside as well as inside the group -- should understand the uniqueness of this movement.
While many insiders and outsiders in the first generations of this movement knew of the
distinctives, they have been forgotten over the one and a quarter century of its history. Thus it is
high time for everyone to re-discover the distinctives.
What Is The Plan: We plan to issue numerous papers on subjects that are vital to understand the
Brethren Distinctives. We also plan to address many issues that our readers have asked us to
address. In addition, we will also post news and discoveries that would help our readers.
We welcome questions and suggestions and these will also be addressed in the forthcoming
issues.
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