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1. An Introduction on Spiritual Gifts 

            Spiritual gift is a subject which has confused a lot of people in the Christendom. 

But Bible gives us a clear description about this matter. Paul wrote to the Corinthian 

Assembly: "Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant" 

(1 Cor. 12:1). This writer too aims the same through this brief study on 1 Cor. 13:8-10. 

Believers should know about the temporary nature of certain spiritual gifts. 

            There are four significant passages which speak about the spiritual gifts. They 

are Rom. 12:6-8; 1 Cor. chs. 12-14; Eph. 4:11-13 & 1 Pet. 4:10,11. The spiritual gifts 

are the grace gifts given to each believer for the spiritual growth and the general 

edification of the church. They are the special endowments from the Holy Spirit to equip 

believers for service, ministry, and evangelisation of the world. 

            Spiritual gifts are divided as foundational gifts (apostles and prophets), sign gifts 

(gift of healing, miracles, tongues and interpretation of tongues), gifts related to 

revelation (prophecy, word of wisdom, word of knowledge, discerning of spirits, 

tongues and interpretation of tongues) and permanent gifts (evangelists, pastors, 

teachers, gift of administration, gift of ruling, gift of preaching, exhortation, 

ministering, giving, showing mercy, faith, hope, love, gift to marry, and gift not to 

marry). 

2. Temporary Nature of Certain Gifts 

            The best gifts among the permanent gifts (1 Cor. 12:31; 13:13) are faith, hope 

and love. Among them, the excellent (1 Cor.12:31) and greatest (1 Cor. 13:13) is love, 

which is the main subject of 1 Corinthians ch. 13. In his explanation of love, Paul brings 

to notice the nature of temporary gifts. The verses from 8-10 are like this: "But whether 

there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues they will cease; whether 

there is knowledge, it will vanish away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 

But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away." 

Here in 1 Cor. 13:8, Paul states about three gifts. 

                            1. Whether there are prophecies, they will fail. 

                            2. Whether there are tongues, they will cease. 

                            3. Whether there is knowledge it will vanish away. 

            This should be rightly translated from Greek as given below: 

                        1. Whether there are prophecies, they will be done away (Passive voice). 

                        2. Whether there are tongues, they will cease by itself (Middle voice). 

                        3. Whether there is knowledge, it will be done away (Passive voice) 

            Here only knowledge (we know in part) and prophecy (we prophesy in part) are 

the gifts said to be in part. When the "perfect" comes, these two gifts which are in part 

will be taken away by that "perfect" (1 Cor. 13:10). But even before these two gifts 

which are in part taken away by the "perfect," the gift of tongues will cease by itself. 

3. Different Views on "Perfect" 



            Today people have a difference of opinion about the "perfect." In Greek, the 

word "perfect" (to teleion) is an adjective in neuter gender. According to the Greek 

grammar an adjective in neuter gender describes a noun in neuter gender. For many, 

"perfect" is God, Jesus Christ or Lord which are masculine in Greek. So they are not 

nouns described by the adjective "perfect." Others teach that the "perfect" is the second 

coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. But all the three Greek words that are used in the New 

testament for referring the coming of Christ are in feminine gender. The words are 

"coming" (parousia), "appearance" (epiphaneia), and "revelation" (apokalupsis). Some 

others come forward with the teaching that "perfect" is eternity. If eternity is the 

"perfect," then which is the time for faith, hope and love to abide? (1 Cor. 13:13). 

Moreover, the Greek noun for eternity (aion) is in masculine gender. 

4. What is the "Perfect"? 

            a. "Perfect" is the perfect of the "part." Only when the "perfect" of the "part" 

comes, the "part" will be done away. The two gifts which are in "part" are the gift of 

knowledge and gift of prophesy (1 Cor. 13:9). These two partial gifts and the gifts of 

tongues which will be ceased are related to revelation. Before the completion of the 

book of Revelation, these partial gifts were essential for revelation. The 'Perfect' of the 

part is the Word of God or the Bible.         

            b. Adjective "perfect" describes a noun in neuter gender. As stated before, in 

Greek, the word "perfect" (to teleion) is an adjective in neuter gender. According to the 

Greek grammar an adjective in neuter gender describes a noun in neuter gender. The 

word "Bible" is from the Greek word "biblion" (book). The word biblion is a noun in 

neuter gender. Also, the Greek word used for "word" in Eph. 5:26 and 6:17 is "rhema" 

which is also a neuter noun. The use of the gifts of prophesy, knowledge and tongues 

are not necessary with the coming of the "perfect" (completion of the Bible). Also the 

usage of word of knowledge, the discerning of the spirits and the interpretation of the 

tongues which are related to revelation are also ceased. 
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